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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

For 75 years, Niagara Mo-
tors has been a driving force 
serving transportation needs 
for the Niagara Region. Es-
tablished in 1946 by Frank 
Willms, the dealership orig-
inally sold Case tractors, 
Myer’s farm sprayers, and 
Studebaker automobiles. 

Selling over 200 vehicles per 
year, General Motors (GM) 
quickly took notice and by 
1953, Niagara Motors was a 
GM branded store.

Owned by the Dick fam-
ily for the past 60 years, Ni-
agara Motors has sustained 
recessions, restructuring 

and rebranding. !e success 
of Niagara Motors is due 
to family patriarch David 
G. Dick, known to most as 
Dave Sr., who led the deal-
ership for over "ve decades. 
In 1957, Dave Sr. was hard 
at work on his 50-acre farm, 
planting and harvesting a 
variety of tender fruits and 
vegetables. Instead of taking 
the winter o#, preparing for 
the next growing season, he 
searched for a job to pro-
vide additional income for 
his growing family. With no 
automotive sales experience, 
Dave Sr. was not an ideal 
candidate, but Frank appre-
ciated his tenacity and gave 
him a chance.

Within four years of work-
ing at Niagara Motors, Dave 
Sr. purchased the dealership 
and began expanding the 
business with major renova-
tions in 1964, 1977, 2003 and 
2014. Niagara Motors has 
grown from a small car lot, 
with 15 vehicles, to a retail 
establishment on three sepa-
rate sites in Virgil. Today, the 
dealership is still a branded 
GM store, o#ering new and 
used vehicle sales, a service 
department, parts store and 
body shop.

!roughout its history, 

and eagerly shared them with 
anyone stopping in. While 
Dave Sr. is no longer with us, 
his family-oriented approach 
and the crates of peaches re-
main a dealership staple.

In honour of 75 years in 
business, Niagara Motors 
hosted a celebration event on 
Saturday, Aug. 28. !e cele-
bration included a car show 
with classic GM vehicles, car 
wash, barbecue and ra$e 
draw, with prizes donated by 
local businesses. !e celebra-
tion served a joint purpose, 
being utilized as a fund-
raiser for Red Roof Retreat. 

Niagara Motors has always 
maintained its small-town, 
family-oriented approach. 
!is is evident in the three 
generations of the Dick fam-
ily who have worked at the 
dealership, and Dave Sr.’s dai-
ly presence at the store until 
his passing in 2015. As he got 
older, many will remember 
Dave Sr. sitting in his o%ce 
by the front door eager to talk 
with customers and employ-
ees as they walked into the 
showroom, signalling them 
with a wave. He o&en had 
crates of fresh peaches from 
his farm stacked in his o%ce, 

We were so humbled by the 
incredible support of our 
community, and were able to 
raise $2,260. Niagara Motors 
pledged to match all funds 
raised and rounded the do-
nation up to a total of $4,700 
for Red Roof Retreat.

Niagara Motors is open 
Monday to !ursday 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Fridays 8 a.m to 5 
p.m. and Saturdays from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. We will con-
tinue to be Virgil’s automo-
tive sales and service leaders 
and look forward to serving 
the community for the next 
75 years.

Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years

SALES HOTLINE 1-800-563-0196 or 905-468-2145
www.niagaramotors.com

1537 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil, ON

Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years!
$10 off

Multi Point Inspection
Just like regular oil changes, a Vehicle Health 
Check is an important part of your vehicle’s 
maintenance schedule. An inspection every six 
months is required, as per your vehicle Owner’s 
Manual. It’s a multi-point inspection of your 
vehicle that helps you protect yourself and your 
automotive investment.

Vehicle Health Checks mean peace of 
mind and we’ve made it easy to schedule 

your Vehicle Health Check online 
through our website or by phone.

NIAGARA MOTORS
Buick - GMC

Lord Mayor Betty Disero congratulates Dave Dick Jr. as  
Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years in business. 

2004 Grand Re Opening. David Dick Sr. cutting the ribbon. 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

When I was eight  
years old, my parents split 
up. I don’t have many 
memories of my dad be-
fore then. He was always 
either at work or out with 
friends. He drank a lot 
and I guess my mom !-
nally had enough. I do 
remember hearing them 
argue at night when they 
thought I was asleep. Af-
ter my dad le", I didn’t 
hear from him much  
until eventually he stopped 
coming around altogether. 

My mom picked up 
more shi"s at work and 
wasn’t home much a"er 
that. She started drink-
ing too and once she met 
Doug, things happened 
fast. We moved in with 
him when I was 11 and the 
!ghting started all over 
again. Doug was worse 
than I remember my dad 
being. He was violent and 
by the time I turned 13 he 
was hitting me almost dai-
ly. I thought anything was 
better than being there so 
I le". I stayed at friends 
houses but that didn’t last 
long either. I turned to 
alcohol too, to numb the 
pain of feeling so alone 

and unwanted. I ended 
up on the street before my 
14th birthday. 

I spent 10 years home-
less, living in constant 
anxiety and fear. I was ex-
posed to the violence of 
street life and witnessed 
too many horrible things. 
#ere were times I didn’t 
think I would make it one 
more day. One of the low-
est points was when I re-
member being caught dig-
ging through the garbage 
outside a co$ee shop, just 
to !nd something to eat. It 
had been days since I had 
any food in my stomach 
and I was in so much pain. 

Stepping through the 
doors of the youth shel-
ter was life-changing. I 
was welcomed with open 
arms where the sta$ made 
me feel safe for the !rst 
time in my life. In my four 
month stay at the emer-
gency shelter, I learned so 
many valuable skills. Hav-
ing a roof over my head 
and food in my stomach 
was no longer my only 
concern. 

I took advantage of ev-
ery program they had and 
credit my success to all the 

support I received in tran-
sitional housing where I 
was encouraged to follow 
my passion for photogra-
phy. Today, I am no lon-
ger homeless, I am sober, 
I have a career I love, an 
apartment to call my own 
and a healthy vision for 
the future.  

I learned that the place 
I stayed was funded by 
United Way Niagara – so 
were all the programs I 
attended while staying 
there. Without this sup-
port, I would never have 
been able to get o$ the 
street and be as successful 
as I am today. It is because 
of donors, like you, that 
these programs are able to 
exist. 

#ank you for saving 
my life.

United Way Niagara programs are life-changing

I was  
welcomed  

with open arms 
where the staff made 

me feel safe for  
[OL�ÄYZ[�[PTL�in  

my life.
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Time to approve community hub at old hospital site
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s town  

council has an unusually 
strong opportunity to do some 
long-lasting public good by 
supporting the Niagara Cre-
ative, Cultural & Community 
Hub that a group of non-pro!t 
organizations hope to establish 
at the town’s old hospital site. 

"e hub would be a wel-
come addition and would be 
good for the long-term growth 
and well-being of the com-
munity. "e organizations 
involved in it already include 
Indigenous-run Plenty Cana-
da, Music Niagara, the Yellow 

Door "eatre Project, Royal 
Oak Community School and 
the Shaw Festival.

With a roster like this, it’s 
hard to see why the town could 
not move quickly to facilitate 
the needs of these community 
groups and make sure the hub 
happens. Some activities that 
would take place in the build-
ing, like Royal Oak School, are 
already running; others have 
well-thought-out plans for using 
the site to expand their already 
successful programs and work. 

"e track records of these 
arts, entertainment and edu-
cational organizations should 
speak for themselves as coun-
cil looks at whether to extend 

a multi-year lease. Allow-
ing them to live together in 
the community hub would 
make their work even bet-
ter, allowing them to share 
promotional and creative 
ideas and enabling Niagara- 
on-the-Lake residents to enjoy 
one-stop shopping for their 
own creative work and needs.

Self-Financing Plan
"e hub plan would be 

self-!nancing. Its proponents 
want to lease the property from 
the town and pay all operat-
ing and capital costs, so there 
would be no burden on tax-
payers. "e hub coalition has 
already obtained $2 million in 

donation commitments and 
once the hub is leased to this 
organization, it could manage 
the sub-leases of its members, 
meaning no administrative 
work for the town. 

It’s true that there have been 
proposals for other uses for the 
hub site. Some have dreamed 
of bringing back medical facil-
ities there, for example — but 
the doctors and labs have been 
going elsewhere for years. 

Others suggest that the town 
could reap a tidy sum by selling 
the property to developers. But it 
is zoned for use as a community 
facility, and in fact is the last prop-
erty of this type and size that can 
!t the needs of small and mid-

sized community organizations. 
In any case, doesn’t Niagara- 

on-the-Lake have enough con-
troversy already with devel-
opment proposals that some 
residents like but others detest? 
Bringing the hub to the heart of 
Old Town would have the oppo-
site e#ect — a place for everyone.

Time to Approve is Now 
Council is now waiting for 

sta# to report on the operating 
costs of the hub building, and 
it’s open to considering a lease. 
Waiting is !ne in many cases, 
but if the hub partners are will-
ing to shoulder the operating 
costs, it’s not really necessary.

In this case, it would be 

better for council to move 
quickly. "ese are chal-
lenging, uncertain times 
in the world, and Niagara- 
on-the-Lake would bene!t 
from some quick, collaborative 
decisions that would instill con-
!dence in our local leadership.

It’s not that hard for council 
to decide now to support the 
Niagara Creative, Cultural & 
Community Hub by o#ering 
a lease now, especially a long-
term lease. It would be good for 
council, good for the town and 
most of all, good for the mem-
bers of our community.

David Israelson is a writer 
and non-practising lawyer who 
lives in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

David Israelson
Special to The Local

An amazing local event: ac-
tual thoughtful re-thinking and 
a more sympathetic approach 
by Blythwood Homes to the 
proposed project on Melville 
Street.

Although it may not please 
everyone, is a vast improve-
ment and shows that there 
are actually some reasonable 
developers in our area who 
can understand just how im-

We are writing to present 
our concerns regarding the 
submission to the Urban De-
sign Committee on April 26 for 
a proposed apartment building 

I thought your readers 
might be interested in the at-
tached illustration showing the 
di#erence in height and mass-
ing of the proposed hotel com-
pared with the Prince of Wales. 

If the numerous negative 
comments made about com-
mercial enterprises being lo-
cated in a residential area (in-
cluding the delivery, trash and 
related support services), the 
700 food and beverage seats 
(almost 5.5 times the number 
of hotel rooms), and the egre-

hoods with a long-established, 
pleasant feel.

First, the Parliament Oak 
School site proposal is so inap-
propriate and o#ensive to that 
neighbourhood. Is this how  a 
local developer shows concern 
and thoughtfulness for our 
unique town? Just the act of 
proposing to put that particular 
project with that look on that 
site seems to be almost an act 

anticipate a signi!cant increase 
in noise levels.

We have attached a copy of 
the architect’s section through 
the properties to which we 
have added the sight lines 
from the proposed third and 
fourth %oors, clearly showing 
this direct line of sight inva-
sion of the neighbours’ back 
yards. "e drawing also clearly 
shows the proposed building’s 
fourth %oor is signi!cantly 
higher than the current zoning 

a broader process to change it 
a&er appropriate public consul-
tation and a&er  giving consid-

portant the look of a project 
is, and how it !ts into the local, 
long-establish neighbourhood 
that they are directly a#ecting. 
What a reasonable, civilized 
and thoughtful way to present 
a new project, and then react to 
the local input in a reasonable 
way.

It’s really surprising how 
this is being handled by all in-
volved, pros and cons, from 

at 227 Mary Street.
Our concern is speci!c to 

the scale and height of the pro-
posed building. "e proposed 
four-storey building is located 

gious lack of parking isn’t suf-
!cient to demonstrate the in-
appropriateness of this project, 
then perhaps this illustration 
will drive home the point.

"is illustration was pre-
pared by Chapman Murray 
Associates Architects and is 
shown to scale.

A project like the one pro-
posed for Parliament Oak is 
likely to create pressure to ex-
tend commercial activity anoth-
er two blocks along King Street.  
"at’s not what is contemplated 

of vandalism to that area.
"is type of approach from 

any developer really seems 
to show their actual attitude 
toward the immediate neigh-
bourhood.

Also the complex on Mary 
Street (a four-storey apartment 
is proposed) across from Wil-
low Cakes and Pastries, is just 
more of the same.

Developers take note: If we 

building maximum permitted 
height (dashed line).

It should be without ques-
tion that the 13 neighbours 
have the right to expect new 
adjacent developments to re-
spect the existing zoning and 
honour their expectation of 
continued privacy in their back 
yards and into their homes.

"is proposed building 
would set a dangerous prec-
edent for the town, whereby 
potentially no one house or 

eration to  the implications for 
the wider Old Town area.  Good 
planning does not happen site 

both sides thoughtfully han-
dled.

And now for something 
completely di#erent: two proj-
ects, with no thought for what 
they look like, how they direct-
ly e#ect the immediate neigh-
bours and close surrounding 
area which are virtually all 
single- and two-storey homes, 
some older and historic. "ese 
are quiet, close-knit neighbour-

mid-block, and is sited in the 
middle of and will overlook the 
rear yards of 13 existing one- and 
two-storey homes. "eses homes 
have been there for decades and 
each homeowner has a right to 
enjoy the privacy, sunlight and 
noise levels encountered as pro-
vided by the zoning bylaws.

"e proposed development 
will destroy virtually all visual 
privacy in their rear yards and 
through their windows into 
their homes. Moreover, we can 

in the O'cial Plan and is, in fact, 
contrary to even the broadest in-
terpretation of a compatible use 
for this site base on that plan.

If council wants to make 
King Street a commercial corri-
dor it should be honest about it 
. . . not allow it to happen proj-
ect by project.

To be clear, I am not sug-
gesting the commercialization 
of King Street (or any other res-
idential street in NOTL), rather, 
that council should either follow 
its O'cial Plan or commence 

had more developers with the 
reasonable and thoughtful ap-
proach shown by the Melville 
condos group, far more would 
be accomplished. Reasonable 
input and proposals from both 
sides really seem to get results. 
"is seems to be an unknown 
process to some of our  larger 
local development groups.

Christopher Allen
NOTL

households will be safe from 
similar proposals, all in the 
name of increased density and 
developers’ pro!ts.

"is proposal disrespects 
the town’s existing unique built 
character and quality of life. 
"ere can be no question that 
it would cause the town and its 
residents immense harm.

David Parker, Architect,
Gordon Stratford, Architect,

David Anthony, P. Eng.,
John Gartner, Retired Planner

by site or block by block. 
Lyle Hall

NOTL

LocalLETTERS  Reasonable development produces good results

LocalLETTERS  Mary Street too large in scale and too tall

LocalLETTERS  Scale of proposed Parliament Oak Hotel

Chapman Murray Architects prepared this illustration to demonstrate the scale of the pro-
posed hotel compared to the Prince of Wales Hotel. (Supplied)

This shows the light that will shine into neighbouring homes, 
and the height of the apartment compared to nearby houses.


	Local_053123_Issue22_pg1 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg2 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg3 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg4 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg5 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg6 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg7 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg8 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg9 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg10 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg11 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg12 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg13 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg14 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg15 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg16 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg17 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg18 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg19 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg20 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg21 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg22 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg23 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg24 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg25 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg26 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg27 final
	Local_053123_Issue22_pg28 final

