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DAY BBQ BUFFET

BOOK
NOW!

Hot Items: Pig Roast, Corn, Baked Beans, Roasted Potatoes

Cold Items: Potato Salad, Summer Greens, Coleslaw

Adult Buffet: $34.99 | Kids Buffet: $19.99

In Partnership with:

for more information, visit our website:

theirishharppub.com
(905) 468-4443 • taxes & gratuities extra
Credit Card Required To Reserve Your Spot • 72 Hour Cancellation Policy In Effect 

QUEEN STREET

10 PM SPECTACULAR FIREWORKS DISPLAY!

Musical entertainment: The Howling Horns

For more information visit: 

friendsoffortgeorge.ca or call: 905-468-6621

Canada DayCelebrate

2023Canada DayCelebrate
JULY 1,  NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

PRESENTED BY FRIENDS OF FORT GEORGE AND PARKS CANADA

3 pm 
The giant “Cake Parade” featuring the 41st 
Regiment Fife & Drum Corps which will 
accompany the cake back to Simcoe Park to be 
sliced and served at aprox. 3:30 pm.

Cake donated by: Willow Cakes & Pastries

SIMCOE PARK

Live music and kids entertainment, 
including face painters and balloon artists! 

Antique car display, Tiny Museum

11:30 am - 3 pm 
Rotary Club of NOTL BBQ Lunch

FORT GEORGE

FREE ADMISSION 10 AM-10 PM 
& ALL DAY ACTIVITIES!

4 pm 

Food Services at Fort George

6:30 pm - Evening Program begins:

  Kiddie Militia and drill
  The 41st Regiment Fife & Drum Corps
  Musket Demonstrations

For more information visit: 

niagaraonthelakerotary.ca or call: 647-686-9793

Dear editor:
We are writing to express 

our concerns regarding 
the new hotel development 
proposed for the former Par-
liament Oak Public School 
property at 325 King St.

We understand that devel-
opment is inevitable in the 
Old Town and we support 
good design and appropri-
ate projects that will respect 
our heritage and build upon 
and strengthen the existing 
fabric of our community.

We appreciate the time 
and effort of our town 
council in serving our town 
and hope that our attached 
comments might assist 
them in their review of the 
development proposal for 
the Parliament Oak School 
property. 

The proposed hotel will 
have significant impacts on 
the existing Old Town, a 
quiet residential community 
which surrounds the site on 
all four sides.

The proposed design 
drawings define the poten-
tial of over 700 guests on 
the ground floor including 

approximately 129 hotel 
rooms (258 persons double 
occupancy) plus approxi-
mately 100 staff for a total 
potential of over 1,058 
people onsite.

The drawings submitted 
show underground park-
ing for only 189 vehicles. 
The potential for severe 
disruptive street parking 
and traffic on the adjacent 
residences seems inevitable 
without even considering 

larger delivery vehicles and 
associated traffic through-
out the day. 

The current zoning bylaw 
for the area has a maximum 
building height limitation 
of 10 metres (32.8 feet). 
The proposed hotel asks 
to be permitted to be 18.2 
metres (59.8 feet) in height 
which would make it the 
tallest building in the town 
including the Queen Street 
commercial area.

In fact, at 59.8 feet it is the 
equivalent of a six-storey 
building with three-metres 
(10 feet) floor-to-floor 
dimensions. The design in-
dicates only four storeys but 
the ground floor is 6 metres 
(20 feet) high.

Previous councils have 
worked hard to preserve 
the existing scale and 
fabric of the town and have 
demonstrated steward-
ship in this regard having 

worked constructively 
with new developments to 
respect the existing height 
restrictions.

The recently completed 
new infill 124 on Queen 
Hotel, has been built with 
a maximum height of 
9.6m/31.5ft. This develop-
ment is surrounded by the 
existing commercial build-
ings along Queen St.  

The proposed hotel for the 
Parliament Oak property is 
8.6 metres (28.2 feet) higher 
and set in the midst of 
existing one and two-storey 
homes. In comparison, 
the Prince of Wales hotel 
is three storeys and 10.6 
metres (34.9 feet) high – 7.5 
metres (25 feet) shorter than 
the new proposed hotel.

In fact, the apartment 
building previously pro-
posed for this same prop-
erty was contested because 
it was proposed to be 12.4 
metres (40.6 feet) in height, 
a full 5.8 metres (19.1 feet) 
shorter than the new pro-
posed hotel.

If this proposal, a six-
storey equivalent, is ap-

proved, it will set a danger-
ous precedent for all future 
developments.  

We applaud former coun-
cils for their diligence and 
stewardship in preventing 
the height of new buildings 
from gradually creeping 
higher than the existing 
historic building fabric, thus 
preserving the scale and feel 
of the town.

Even if they do not fully 
understand it, this is what 
makes the town so attractive 
to the millions of visitors 
each year. People come to 
escape the canyons of our 
large cities and enjoy the 
human scale of Niagara-on-
the-Lake. 

We urge council to 
continue to support the 
respect and stewardship 
demonstrated by former 
council’s and their efforts 
to preserve what makes our 
town unique and the place 
everyone loves to visit. 

Sincerely,  
Gordon Stratford, architect
John Gartner, retired planner

David Parker, architect
David Anthony, P. Eng.

Letter writers don’t think the proposed height of the Parliament Oak hotel is suitable for 
Old Town. They say it could set a dangerous precedent for Old Town. FILE

Parliament Oak hotel height would set dangerous precedent


